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“I think the problem with the term INSET or in-service training is that 

it focused, perhaps a little too much, on the provider, namely what 

school management teams offered their staff in the way of training. 

Continuing professional development shifts the emphasis more to the 

recipient, a move reinforced by the system of annual performance 

management for teachers. At the beginning of the annual cycle of 

performance management, targets are set and professional 

development is discussed as a means of helping the teacher reach 

those objectives. The CPD may involve simply reading or 

researching, shadowing a colleague, taking on a responsibility 

voluntarily for the experience, joining a professional association such 

as ALL, or attending courses or conferences outside school, 

sometimes at the teacher's expense. The aim is to encourage 

teachers to be proactive, not to hang about waiting for their school to 

send them on an all-expenses-paid day course in some

agreeable spot, all lessons covered by a supply teacher, with a nice 

lunch thrown in at the training venue for good measure. Such days 

have gone, if they ever existed in the first place.”

David Wilson March 2010 



Links survey 1 in 4 find CPD hard to access



The networked teacher



What is RSS?



Discovering the power of RSS



Social bookmarking



I use Diigo because ...



Piggybacking on Twitter



Car-sharing CPD

“Hi Doug, I have just been sent the link to this post 

after having talked at the Languages Show about 

using Twitter for CPD. I talked about not jumping 

on bandwagons, but rather getting involved in car 

sharing - safe environment, honest discussion, 

different drivers but all heading for the same 

destination whilst trying to be efficient and saving 

fuel! Great minds think alike???”

Chris Harte October 2009



Coming to terms with Twitter

“What started as a few language teachers 'tweeting' 

about what they were doing has become well over 100 

from around the world. It's quite hard to comprehend 

having a virtual staffroom of that many people with 

good ideas and opinions. It has led to 

teachers publicising articles on their blogs which 

ordinarily I wouldn't have seen, I find out about events 

for professional development that I wouldn't have 

known about, and it has, without doubt put me into 

contact with some very influential educationalists who 

have taken time to give me guidance and advice.”

Alex Blagona April 2010



What does your PLN mean to you?

F:/Exploring the modern and foreign in languages/What does your PLN mean to you.avi


Organising and pruning your PLN



Hello Tweeple!



Making lists

twitter.com/joedale/mfl-twitterers

tweepml.org/MFL-Twitterers



MFL Flashmeeting



MFL Show and Tell 09



TES – Flash Forward April 2010



YouTube



Skype



iTunes University better than the real thing
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The hows and whys of podcasting in class

Action research by Scott Duarte at Michigan State 

University found that podcasting EXPANDS and 

MAXIMISES visual, social, physical, aural, verbal, 

solitary and logical learning styles in the classroom



Digital taxonomy for podcasting



21st century learning?



The Rose Review (2009)

„“it will become increasingly important to 

command ICT skills to prepare for technologies 

of the future. The foundations for this 

engagement are best formed in primary schools, 

where children‟s enthusiasm for ICT is evident. 

Moreover, we must avoid raising a population 

divided between ICT „haves‟ and „have nots‟, 

because this would pose a considerable threat to 

both economic wellbeing and social cohesion.”


